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Welcome Home!

school.stpatlou.org

Lent Begins
A Reflection from Dr. Sturtzel

Greetings from a cold and rainy day in southern California! I am visiting here for the first
time to attend the RECongress in Los Angeles, which is the largest Catholic conference of
its kind in the country. As Fr. Jeff stated in the Celtic Communicator, our parish
operations team is here learning together for this 3-day event with thousands of other
Catholics around the world. It will be a meaningful way to begin the journey of Lent. 

As this year’s Lenten season begins, the Church again offers us a chance to be transformed
through the actions of praying, fasting, and almsgiving. We are called to strip ourselves
down and voyage into the desert like Jesus; to contemplate our own sins and our own
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down and voyage into the desert like Jesus; to contemplate our own sins and our own
mortality, and to better understand how Jesus’ sacrifice saved each of us for eternal life.

Our school staff has begun reading a special Lenten book, Paschal Mystery (Word on Fire
Institute), that will help us focus on the important concepts of Lent. We also have a
teacher leading a separate book study about returning to Mass and a devout Catholic life.
This past Wednesday afternoon during our learning time we watched a Lenten reflection
together in prayer groups and then discussed some of our goals this Lent.

By cultivating our own faith formation, we believe we are better able to plant the seeds of
faith in our St. Patrick students. When parents and teachers share their beliefs with
children, through word and deed, it establishes a foundation that our children will carry
with them forever. This is the mission of Catholic education!

We have a variety of upcoming Lenten student activities this year, including diverse
Stations of the Cross led by students and teachers, Lenten confessions, a “living stations”
journey presented by the Class of 2023, outdoor Stations of the Cross at Camp St. Patrick,
the Catholic Relief Services Rice Bowl collection, and daily offerings in Religion class.

On Ash Wednesday we reflected on “turning back to God” and our rather fleeting time
here on Earth (i.e. “remember that you are dust and to dust you shall return”). I invite
each family to join our faculty and staff in counting your blessings this Lent, slowing
yourself down, and deciding how you might transform yourself between now and Easter
Sunday through praying, fasting, and almsgiving. 

Good luck on your journey!

Family Retreat talks are available at the parish website

If you missed St. Patrick's pre-Lenten Family Retreat Feb. 19, 20, & 21,
no worries! All three Family Retreat talks by world-renowned author,
educator, and Catholic evangelist Dr. Marcellino D'Ambrosio [a.k.a. Dr. Italy],
are available for your faith enrichment through March 8 at the parish website. 

Click HERE to access the Family Retreat page. During the three, one-hour talks, 
Dr. Italy uses humor, stories, and meaningful concepts to focus on the Lenten 
practices of Prayer, Fasting [making room for God], and Mercy. Listen and be enriched!

2023-24 Stewardship Renewal

Growing in Love...Growing in Faith...Growing in Generosity

Each year, as part of our stewardship renewal efforts, we invite all parish families to
encounter how God is calling them to share their gifts of time, talent and treasure. And,
with it being the Lenten season, we are also called to explore the depths of what it means
to live as stewards of God's many blessings. He calls us beyond ourselves and has blessed
our parish and school with growth, now with nearly 1700 families of all shapes and sizes.
All you have to do is look around you to witness the love, faith and generosity that is
happening here. Hearts are being transformed on a daily basis through the celebration of
the Eucharist, Welcome Retreats, Bible Studies, Youth Ministry, Adult and Children's
Formation, Blue Ribbon School and Social Outreach, just to name a few. 

As a reminder, our parish-school offers a discounted rate of tuition to
families based on the following criteria: 

One who is registered and regularly participates in the liturgical life of the parish
and demonstrates support of the parish mission by completing and fulfilling an
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and demonstrates support of the parish mission by completing and fulfilling an
annual stewardship gift of time, talent and treasure. 

Next weekend, March 4 and 5, we will kick-off our annual stewardship renewal for the
upcoming fiscal year that begins July 1, 2023 through June 30, 2024. Fr. Jeff will extend
an invitation for you to take that next best step to grow in love, faith and generosity. We
also look forward to welcoming our witness speakers at the masses, parishioners Tony and
Maggie Bieda, who joined St. Patrick in 2021. Renewal packets are being mailed to
parishioners and the ministry Guide Books will be mailed separately from the packets.

Thank you for sharing your gifts of time, talent and treasure! Questions? Contact Lynne
Marshall, Director of Engagement, at 244-6083 or lmarshall@stpaltou.org. 

Special Presentation: Post Pandemic Parenting
The Office of Catholic Schools is hosting an important parent presentation with author
Roy Petitfils on the evening of February 27 at St. Margaret Mary. He is an engaging
Catholic speaker and we highly recommend him. See more details in the flyer.
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Spring STEM Club Registration Still Open!

First Spring session is March 7. Sign-up before all spots are full!
Spring STEM Club registration link: https://www.centralcreativity.com/stpatrick_stem/
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Important Dates

Feb. 24 - End of Trimester 2; St. Patrick Fish Fry
March 1 - Dress Up Day
March 3 - Spirit Wear Day
March 10 - Science Fair
March 15 - Invention Convention
March 17 - St. Patrick's Day
March 18 - Celtic Ceilidh

Cafeteria Food Services
Updates from Chef Matt

Click below to access the school lunch
menus or try downloading the Taher app.



Middle School Menu (6-8th)

Elementary School Menu

Parish Happenings
Click HERE for the latest Celtic Communicator, a weekly message from the parish to stay
engaged with all the activities happening in our community.

Celtic Ceilidh Updates

Parish fundraiser to #RaisetheRoofSPC!!!

Click HERE to purchase. Only a few tickets remain!
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It's time! The first Fish Fry of Lent is today!

Volunteers are still needed. Please click HERE to sign-up for a fun Friday night of
service!
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CAM
Click HERE for the CAM website and
newsletter, which is updated regularly for
all sporting news, announcements, and
sign-ups.

Have a great weekend!
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